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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . El This communication is responsive to Amendments'Remarks filed 04/12/2007 and Telephone interview 09/10/2007 . 

2. (El The allowed claim(s) is/are 1. 3-10. 12-7. and 20 (renumbering as 1-16 respectively) . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) DAN b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Mr. Jeffrey Pearce, Attorney for Applicant(s) on 09/12/2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A system , including one or more processors 
and memories, for processing, a form completed by a user , comprising: 
an originating system associated with an originator; 
a client system; 
a center system; 
a us e r; 

an-ido ntifi o r genefatmg-softwa ro modu le^ 

a form-handling software module resident in the client system and 
comprising computer-executable code forsensmg- sending a request from the 
user to the originating system for a requestor-specific form, which is embodied in 
a first, electronic has a f i rst transmission format, medo, by th e or iginater-the 
originating system thereupon transmitting to the center system T -fer-efvtefing 
corresponding, first automatically extractable data , along with a command to 
produce onto-an instance of the requestor-specific form including the 
automatically extractable data , and for g e n e r a ting a co mmand t o produce-the 
r e q ue st or s p ec if ic form for th e orig i n a tor; 
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an i nterc e pting software module com pr isi ng c omp u to r e x ecu tab le-sede-fcf 
s en s i ng th e command to produc e , in a submittabl e tr a nsmiss i on mode^whiGl^s-a 
tr a n sf orm at i on from th e f i rst transm i ssion mod e , th e reque st or specific-for-TOr 

the-an identifier-generating software module resident in the center 
system comprising computer-executable code for thereupon not only creating the 
instance of the reguestor-specific form but also generating a request-specific^ 
unigue identifier uniquely identifying the specific produced instance of the 
requestor-specific form and for augmenting the instance of the requestor-specific 
form with the unigue, reguest-specific identifier , said center system thereupon 
returning to the originating system for onward transmission to the user the 
reguest-specific form including not only the automatically extractable data but 
also the reguest-specific, unigue identifier : 

a form-processing software module resident withm in the center system 
and comprising computer-executable code for storing an association of the 
unigue, reguest-specific identifier with the specific instance of the requestor- 
specific form, for receiving , via a publicly accessible transmission channel, the 
au gm e nt e d specific instance of the requestor-specific form in t he submittable 
t r a n sm i ss i on mod e after handling by the use r in a second transmission format, 
which is different from the first transmission format and allows for off-line 
handling , for comparing the unigue, reguest-specific identifier of the received 
requestor-specific form against the association, and for automatically routing an 
image of the received requestor-specific form to a destination indicated in a 
corresponding entry in a configuration file. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A system as in claim [[2]] 1, in which the 
c omma nd to prod u c e reguest from the user to the originating system for the 
requestor-specific form is- includes a command to a standard printer driver within 
the client system. 
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4. (currently amended) A system as in claim [[2]] 1, in which the 
command to produce request from the user to the originating system for the 
requestor-specific form is -includes a command to download the form to the 
originating system over a network. 

5. (previously presented) A system as in claim 1 , further comprising a 
coordinating system connected by network to both the client system and the 
center system for transmitting information identifying the instance of the 
requestor-specific form to the center system from the client system. 

6. (original) A system as in claim 5, in which the coordinating system is 
a web service. 

7. (previously presented) A system as in claim 1, in which the 
requestor-specific form includes at least one handwritten comment field, the 
computer system further including computer-executable code for associating the 
handwritten comment field with a corresponding report item. 

8. (previously presented) A system as in claim 7, in which the 
computer-executable code is further provided for automatically extracting the 
handwritten comment field as a sub-image and then converting the sub-image 
into a displayable format. 

9. (currently amended) A system as in claim 1 , in which the form 
processing software module is further provided for automatically extracting data 
from the received requestor-specific form. 

10. (currently amended) A system as in claim 9, in which the form 
processing software module includes a format conversion module comprising 
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computer-executable code for automatically converting the extracted data into 
any of a plurality of predetermined formats for transmission of the extracted data 
to a recipient in the format that is associated with that recipient. 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended ) A system , including one or more processors 
and memories, for processing a form completed by a user , comprising: 

a client system associated with a user : 
a center system that is separate from the client system; 
a form-handling software module resident in the client system and 
comprising computer-executable code for s e ns ing sending a request for a 
requestor-specific form to the center system over a publicly accessible 
transmission channel; , wh ic h h as a f i rst tra n sm i ss i o n m o do, f or on t ori n g f ir-si 
automat i ca ll y oxtractab l o data onto an instanc e of th o r o qu o stor s peetfie-fofmr 
a nd for g e n e rat i ng a command to produc o t ho r o qu o sto r s p e c i f i c f or m f o r-a 
r e qu e st or; 

a form-processing software module resident within the center system and 
an i nt o rc o pt i ng s oftwar e modu lo i n th o c lie nt syst e m comprising computer- 
executable code for sensing the command reouest to producey-in-a 
sub m ittabl o transmission mod o , wh i ch i s a transformat i on from th e first 
transmission mod er the requestor-specific form, and thereupon 

for including automatically extractable, reguestor-specific data in a 
specific instance of the reguestor-specific form and 

for automatically generating and augmenting the reguestor-specific 
form with a request-specific identifier uniquely identifying the specific instance of 

fi ol d of th o form and submission of th o form for subs e qu e nt proc e ssing , an d 
augment i ng tho i nstance of tho r o qu o stor sp o cif i c form with th o r e quest sp ecific 

iHg*ntif i<^r* 

IUC I I III id j 
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co mp r is i ng comput e r e x e cut a b le cod e for 

for storing an association of a-the_request-specific feFm-identifier 
with the specific instance of the requestor-specific form, 

for transmitting the specific instance of for r e c e iv i ng th e au gmented 



i nstanc e of the requestor-specific form back to the client system in a first, 



specific form in a second format that is different form the first format and allows 
for off-line handling, for receiving the request-specific form back from the client 
system, 

for comparing the request-specific identifier of the received request- 
specific form against the association, and 

for automatically routing an image of the received requestor- 
specific form to a destination indicated by rules that trigger actions based on 
predefined request-specific conditions. 

13. (currently amended) A system as in claim 12, in which the 
automatic routing of an image of the received form to a destination isjndicated by 
rules that trigger actions based on defined conditions. 

14. (previously presented) A system as in claim [[13]] 12, in which the 
form-processing module is further provided with computer-executable code for 
issuing a message to at least one recipient as part of the automatic routing. 

15. (currently amended) A system as in claim 12, in which the 
conditions are also a function of at least one item of the automatically extractable 
e xtract e d data. 




after requestor handling of the specific instance of the request- 
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16. (previously presented) A system as in claim 12, in which the 
conditions include pre-determined conditions. 

17. (previously presented) A system as in claim 16, in which the pre- 
determined conditions are selected from a group consisting of form transmission 
errors, form reception errors, form completion errors and conditions associated 
with predetermined routing categories. 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (canceled) 

20. (new ) A system, including one or more processors and memories, 
for processing a form completed by a user, comprising: 

an originating system; 
a center system; 

a form-handling software module resident in the originating system and 
comprising computer-executable code for sending a request for a user-specific 
form to the center system; 

a form-processing software module resident within the center system and 
comprising computer-executable code 

for sensing the request to produce the user-specific form, and 

thereupon 

for including automatically extractable, user-specific data in a 
specific instance of the user-specific form and 

for automatically generating and augmenting the user-specific form 
with a request-specific identifier uniquely identifying the specific instance of the 
user-specific form 

for storing an association of the request-specific identifier with the 
specific instance of the user-specific form, 
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for transmitting the specific instance of the user-specific form back 
to the originating system in a first, electronic transmission format , 

for receiving back the specific instance of the request-specific form 
after handling by the user in a second transmission format that is different from 
the first transmission format and allows for off-line handling, 

for comparing the unique request-specific identifier of the received 
user-specific, user-handled form against the association, and 

for automatically routing an image of the received user-specific, 
user-handled form to a destination indicated by rules that trigger actions based 
on predefined request-specific conditions. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 3-10, 12-17, and 20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In interpreting the claims in light of the specification and applicant's 
Amendment filed 04/12/2007, and telephone interview 09/12/2007. Examiner 
finds the claimed invention is patentably distinct from the prior art of record. 

The prior art of record over Light et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,192,380 
(hereinafter, "Light"), in view of Maxwell et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,589,290 
(hereinafter, "Maxwell"), further in view of Maxwell et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,589,290 (hereinafter, "Maxwell"), Tsuji et al., U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2001/001 6856A1 (hereinafter, "Tsuji"), which set forth in the 
previous rejection mailed on 04/30/2007. 

The prior art of record taught most of the Applicant's claimed limitation, but 
does not expressly teach automatically generating and augmenting the user- 
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specific form with a request-specific identifier uniquely identifying the specific 
instance of the user-specific form, wherein an identifier generating software 
module resident in the center system. In the present invention comprising 
computer-executable code for thereupon not only creating the instance of the 
requestor-specific form but also generating a request-specific, unique identifier 
uniquely identifying the specific produced instance of the requestor-specific form 
and for augmenting the instance of the requestor-specific form with the unique, 
request-specific identifier, said center system thereupon returning to the 
originating system for onward transmission to the user the request-specific form 
including not only the automatically extractable data but also the request-specific, 
unique identifier. 

In addition, the Examiner equates the claimed as equivalent to an 
originating system (1600) associated with an originator, a client system (1700), a center 
system (400), a form-handling software module (1710) resident in the client 
system (1700), for sending a request from the user to the originating system for a 
requestor-specific form, where an identifier-generating software module (480) 
resident in the center system comprising computer-executable code for 
thereupon not only creating the instance of the requestor-specific form but also 
generating a request-specific, unique identifier uniquely identifying the specific 
produced instance of the requestor-specific form and for augmenting the instance 
of the requestor-specific form with the unique, request-specific identifier (See 
Applicant's disclosure Fig. 4 and also the Specifications Page 25 Para 92-93). 
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FIG. 4 
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The Examiner asserts that the claims overcome the prior art of record 
when the limitations are read in combination with the respective claimed 
limitations in their entirety. 

The dependent claims, being further limiting to the independent claims, 
definite and enabled by the Specification are also allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is 
571-272-8664. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM - 5PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Quoc A. Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 

l(Doug Oiuttonl 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



